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1
RECONFIGURABLE VALVE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The subject matter disclosed herein relates to a reconfig-
urable valve and, more particularly, to an aircraft including a
reconfigurable valve.

For an aircraft that uses a vapor cycle cooling system, the
vapor cycle cooling system typically requires two ram cooled
vapor cycle packs (VCPs). The direction of refrigerant flow
through the VCP is dependent on which side of the aircraft the
VCPis installed. Each VCP includes two independently actu-
ated three-way valves that enable the refrigerant flow through
a multi-pass condenser to be reconfigured in order to accom-
modate RAM flow from opposite sides of the aircraft.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of the invention, a valve is pro-
vided. The valve includes a body defining an interior and
apertures, additional bodies each having opposed, open ends
and being respectively coupled to each of the apertures at one
of'the respective open ends to define a flow path through each
of the additional bodies and into the interior and a valve
member. The valve member is disposable in first and second
positions in the interior. In the first position, the valve member
fluidly couples pairs of the additional bodies with one another
via first combined flow paths that crisscross through the inte-
rior. In the second position, the valve member fluidly couples
different pairs of the additional bodies with one another via
second combined flow paths that are substantially parallel
through the interior.

According to another aspect of the invention, an aircraft is
provided and includes a receiver inlet, a compressor outlet,
left and right condenser inlets, left and right condenser outlets
and a reconfigurable valve disposable to fluidly couple the
compressor outlet with the right condenser inlet and the right
condenser outlet with the receiver inlet or to fluidly couple the
compressor outlet with the left condenser inlet and the left
condenser outlet with the receiver inlet.

According to yet another aspect of the invention, a method
of valve installation for an aircraft is provided. The method
includes disposing a reconfigurable valve to fluidly couple
one of a compressor outlet with a right condenser inlet and a
right condenser outlet with a receiver inlet and the compres-
sor outlet with a left condenser inlet and a left condenser
outlet with the receiver inlet, reconfiguring the reconfigurable
valve and disposing the reconfigurable valve to fluidly couple
the other of the compressor outlet with a left condenser inlet
and a left condenser outlet with the receiver inlet and the
compressor outlet with the right condenser inlet and the right
condenser outlet with the receiver inlet.

These and other advantages and features will become more
apparent from the following description taken in conjunction
with the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter, which is regarded as the invention, is
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims at
the conclusion of the specification. The foregoing and other
features, and advantages of the invention are apparent from
the following detailed description taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a reconfigurable valve in
accordance with embodiments;
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FIG. 2 is an axial view of the reconfigurable valve of FIG.
1;

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the reconfigurable valve of FIG. 1
disposed for left side installation; and

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the reconfigurable valve of FIG. 1
disposed for right side installation.

The detailed description explains embodiments of the
invention, together with advantages and features, by way of
example with reference to the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A reconfigurable valve, as described herein, may be
employed to replace the two independently actuated three-
way valves normally included in a VCP in an aircraft. The
reconfigurable valve enables refrigerant flow to be reversed
through the condenser to thereby allow for a single vapor
cycle cooling system (VCS) to be used in symmetric aircraft
installations (otherwise the multiple valves or handed packs
as noted above would be required). The use of the reconfig-
urable valve avoids the need for asymmetric RAM circuits,
which can impact system performance, and fewer parts and
thus increased reliability. In addition, the reconfigurable
valve may provide a visual RH/LH position indication for
mechanics to confirm the pack has been properly configured
to operate on the side of the aircraft that it is installed in.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, a reconfigurable valve 10
is provided. The reconfigurable valve 10 includes a body 11
that is formed to define an interior 12 and a set of apertures 13.
In accordance with embodiments, the body 11 may be pro-
vided as a tubular element 110 with closed, long ends 111,
112 that defines the set of apertures 13 as four apertures 13
along sides of the tubular element 110 in, for example, a 2x2
staggered formation (see FIG. 1).

The reconfigurable valve 10 further includes additional
bodies 20 and a valve member 30. Where the body 11 defines
four apertures 13, the additional bodies 20 may be provided in
a set of four additional bodies 20 as well. Each additional
body 20 has opposed, open ends 21, 22 and may be respec-
tively coupled to a corresponding one of the apertures 13 at
one of the respective open ends (i.e., end 21, which is formed
to fit onto the body 11. The four additional bodies 20 thus
define four respective flow paths 40 through the additional
bodies 20 and into the interior 12. In an embodiment where
the reconfigurable valve 10 is provided in an aircraft, the four
additional bodies 20 may each be coupled to a compressor
outlet, a VCP condenser inlet (left or right side), a VCP
condenser outlet (left or right side) and a receiver inlet as will
be described below.

The valve member 30 is disposable in the interior 12 in a
first position or a second position. In the first position, the
valve member 30 fluidly couples pairs of the additional bod-
ies 20 with one another via first combined flow paths 300 (see
the dashed arrows in FIG. 4) that crisscross with each other
through the interior 12. In the second position, the valve
member 30 fluidly couples different pairs of the additional
bodies 20 with one another via second combined flow paths
301 (see the dashed arrows in FIG. 3) that are substantially
parallel with each other through the interior 12 though it is to
be understood that a lateral portion 302 of one of the second
combined flow paths 301 is defined through but is insulated
from the other of the second combined flow paths 301. In the
case of four apertures 13 and four additional bodies 20, the
valve member 30 fluidly couples two pairs of the four addi-
tional bodies 20 with one another via the interior 12 in the first
position and fluidly couples two different pairs of the four
additional bodies 20 with one another via the interior 12 inthe
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second position such that, in each case, the valve member 30
forms two combined flow paths 300 (in the case where the
valve member 30 is in the first position) and 301 (in the case
where the valve member 30 is in the second position).

As shown in FIG. 1, the valve member 30 may have a
dumbbell shape with a hollow, central shaft 31 and valve
portions 32 at opposite, distal ends of the hollow, central shaft
31. The hollow, central shaft 31 has a smaller dimension than
the body 11 (i.e., the hollow, central shaft 31 has a smaller
diameter than the tubular element 110) while the valve por-
tions 32 have certain similar dimensions as the body 11 (i.e.,
outer diameters of the valve portions 32 are similar to the
diameter of the tubular element 110). The valve member 30 is
disposable in the interior 12 of the body 11 such that the
hollow, central shaft 31 defines an annulus 33 between an
exterior surface thereof, an interior surface of the body 11 and
interior, axial surfaces of the valve portions 32. The valve
portions 32 isolate the annulus 33 from fluid communication
with an interior 34 of the hollow, central shaft 31.

In accordance with embodiment, seal elements 50 may be
disposed on outer diameters of the valve portions 32 such that
the seal elements 50 are interposed between the valve por-
tions 32 and the interior surface of the body 11. The seal
portions 50 may include O-rings or another similar feature.

The reconfigurable valve 10 may further include a control-
ler 60. The controller 60 is configured to selectively position
the valve member 30 in one of the first portion or the second
position. In accordance with embodiments, the controller 60
and the valve member 30 may each include ferromagnetic
materials such that the controller 60 may electromagnetically
position the valve member 30. That is, the controller 60 may
be slidably coupled to a side of the body 11, which is adjacent
to the sides the additional bodies 20 are coupled to (see FIG.
2). When the controller 60 is slid along the side of the body 11,
the controller 60 causes the valve member 30 to correspond-
ingly translate in position.

In accordance with embodiments of the invention, the
valve member 30 should be maintained in the first or the
second position until it is to be serviced, repaired or replaced.
Thus, movement from the first to the second position and vice
versa should not occur under normal circumstances. How-
ever, it is possible that the reconfigurable valve 10 may be
employed in certain applications where reversed flows occur.
In these cases, the controller 60 may be configured to selec-
tively position the valve member 30 in an active state. That is,
the controller 60 may position the valve member 30 in the first
position and then reposition the valve member 30 in the
second position during an operation of the reconfigurable
valve 10. Similarly, the controller 60 may position the valve
member 30 in the second position and then reposition the
valve member 30 in the first position during an operation of
the reconfigurable valve 10.

With reference to FIGS. 3 and 4, the reconfigurable valve
10 may be provided for use in an aircraft 100 in a left side
installation (see FIG. 3), in which RAM air flow would be
expected to flow in a first direction, or a right side installation
(see FIG. 4), in which the RAM air flow would be expected to
flow a second direction opposite the first direction. As shown
in FIGS. 3 and 4, the aircraft 100 includes a VCP condenser
101, a receiver inlet 102, a compressor outlet 103, a left
condenser outlet 1011 (see FIG. 3), a right condenser inlet
1012 (see FIG. 4), a left condenser inlet 1013 (see FIG. 3) and
a right condenser outlet 1014 (see FIG. 4).

For the left side installation of FIG. 3, the valve member 30
of the reconfigurable valve 10 may be positioned in the first
position by the controller 60 prior to installation. Subse-
quently, the reconfigurable valve 10 may be disposed in the
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aircraft 20 to fluidly couple the compressor outlet 103 with
the left condenser inlet 1013 and to fluidly couple the left
condenser outlet 1011 with the receiver inlet 102. As such, the
valve member 30 in FIG. 3 defines the two combined flow
paths 301, which are identified by the dashed arrows in FIG.
3, as being substantially parallel with each other except for the
lateral portion 302 of the one of the second combined flow
paths 301. By contrast, for the right side installation of FIG. 4,
the valve member 30 of the reconfigurable valve 10 may be
positioned in the second position by the controller 60 prior to
installation. Subsequently, the reconfigurable valve 10 may
be disposed in the aircraft 20 to fluidly couple the compressor
outlet 103 with the right condenser inlet 1012 and to fluidly
couple the right condenser outlet 1014 with the receiver inlet
102. As such, the valve member 30 in FIG. 4 defines the two
combined flow paths 300, which are identified by the dashed
arrows in FIG. 4, as crisscrossing with each other.

It is to be understood that the VCP condensers 101 shown
in FIGS. 3 and 4 are constructed in similar manners but have
opposing functionalities. That is, the left condenser outlet
1011 of FIG. 3 in which RAM flow proceeds in the first
direction from left-to-right is similar in construction and rela-
tive position to the right condenser inlet 1012 of FIG. 4 in
which the RAM flow proceeds in the second direction from
right-to-left. Concurrently, the left condenser inlet 1013 of
FIG. 3 in which RAM flow proceeds again in the first direc-
tion from left-to-right is similar in construction and relative
position as the right condenser outlet 1014 of FIG. 4 in which
the RAM flow proceeds again in the second direction from
right-to-left.

Thus, it may be understood that the aircraft 100 may be
provided with two reconfigurable valves 10 with one dis-
posed in the left side installation (and the valve member 30
disposed in the first position by the controller 60) and one
disposed in the right side installation (and the valve member
30 disposed in the second position by the controller 60). In
such a case, the two reconfigurable valves 10 may be inter-
changeable with one another. Thus, during servicing, repair
or replacement, the reconfigurable valves 10 may be removed
from the aircraft 100, reconfigured and re-installed. This
installation requires that the position of the valve member 30
be determined such that the reconfigurable valve 10 can be
installed in the correct side.

While the invention has been described in detail in connec-
tion with only a limited number of embodiments, it should be
readily understood that the invention is not limited to such
disclosed embodiments. Rather, the invention can be modi-
fied to incorporate any number of variations, alterations, sub-
stitutions or equivalent arrangements not heretofore
described, but which are commensurate with the spirit and
scope of the invention. Additionally, while various embodi-
ments of the invention have been described, it is to be under-
stood that aspects of the invention may include only some of
the described embodiments. Accordingly, the invention is not
to be seen as limited by the foregoing description, but is only
limited by the scope of the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A valve, comprising:

a body defining an interior and apertures;

additional bodies each having opposed, open ends and
being respectively coupled to each of the apertures at
one of the respective open ends to define a flow path
through each of the additional bodies and into the inte-
rior; and

a valve member, which is disposable in first and second
positions in the interior, wherein:
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in the first position, the valve member fluidly couples pairs
of the additional bodies with one another via first com-
bined flow paths that crisscross through the interior, and

in the second position, the valve member fluidly couples
different pairs of the additional bodies with one another
via second combined flow paths that are substantially
parallel through the interior,

wherein the valve further comprises a controller slidably

coupled to a side of the body and configured to selec-
tively and electromagnetically position the valve mem-
ber in one of the first or second positions.

2. The valve according to claim 1, wherein the apertures are
provided as four apertures and the additional bodies are cor-
respondingly provided as four additional bodies.

3. The valve according to claim 2, wherein the valve mem-
ber fluidly couples two pairs of the four additional bodies with
one another via the interior in the first position and fluidly
couples two different pairs of the four additional bodies with
one another via the interior in the second position.

4. The valve according to claim 1, wherein the body com-
prises a tubular element with closed, long ends.

6

5. The valve according to claim 4, wherein the apertures are
defined along sides of the tubular element.

6. The valve according to claim 4, wherein the apertures are
defined in a staggered formation along sides of the tubular
element.

7. The valve according to claim 1, wherein the valve mem-
ber has a dumbbell shape with a hollow, central shaft and the
controller is slidably coupled to a side of the hollow, central
shaft.

8. The valve according to claim 1, wherein the valve mem-
ber comprises:

a hollow, central shaft; and

valve portions at distal ends of the hollow, central shaft,

the hollow, central shaft having a side to which the control-

ler is slidably coupled and defining an annulus between
an exterior surface thereof, an interior surface of the
body and interior surfaces of the valve portions, and
the valve portions isolating the annulus from fluid commu-
nication with an interior of the hollow, central shaft.

9. The valve according to claim 8, further comprising seal

elements interposed between the valve portions and the body.
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